Native Prairie Program
Conservation Fact Sheet
What is native prairie?

Native prairies are special ecosystems that
covered much of Minnesota’s pre-settlement
landscape. Today, lest than 1% of that
original prairie still exists. Plants in a native
prairie, including many species of grasses and
wildflowers (forbs), have evolved over thousands
of years, adapting to the geography, hydrology
and climate of our region.

Why restore native prairie?

Prairies provide excellent habitat for thousands
of different wildlife species, ranging from
butterflies and songbirds to insects, reptiles and
mammals. Prairies also protect soil and water
quality. Many landowners have restored prairie
on cropland that is no longer productive or too
small for today’s large equipment. Because it
requires no watering or fertilizing, a prairie is an
excellent natural alternative to large lawns and
expensive, manicured landscapes.

If you are interested in planting a native prairie, there may be technical and
financial assistance available to you!
Contract Period - 10 years
Eligibility

• Cropland that includes any land where grain, vegetable, and/or forage crops have been grown and
harvested in each of the last 3 years, and in at least 8 of the 10 years.
• Pastureland that has been actively pastured by livestock for the last 3 years, and in at least 8 of the last 10
years.
• Hayland must consist of at least 25% alfalfa and have been harvested at least once in each of the last 3
years, and in a minimum of 8 of the last 10 years.
• Existing lawn or other lands
• Minimum size – ½ acre

Cost Share Assistance*

• Cost Share assistance up to 50% of total eligible costs. Cost Share includes site preparation, seeding,
and first year mowing.
• Cost share for site preparation and seeding is provided to landowners AFTER they have provided their
Technician Representative seed tags, all receipts and invoices stating PAID IN FULL, and after reviewing and
signing a Voucher and Practice Certification Form.
• Cost Share assistance for first year mowing is paid after the first mowing is completed.
• Cost Share assistance is available for 4th or 5th year maintenance which includes mowing, disking,
burning, or other approved method.

Additional Incentive Payment*
•
•

Annual incentive rates range from $175/acre to $275/acre
To be eligible for annual incentive payments, land must fall in one of the 3 following categories:
–– Cropland
–– Pastureland
–– Hayland
• Incentive rates are paid based on 10 years, however due to grant specifications, payments may only be
spread out between 2-3 years.
• Maximum incentive rates shall be determined based on a lands slope type, location to a water body, top
of bluff, or ravine.
• Incentives for existing lawn or other lands is a ONE TIME incentive and is pro-rated based on actual size.

Operation and Maintenance

• Landowners will review Operation and Maintenance document with their Technical Representative before
applying for cost share and incentive payments.

Needed Documents from Landowner
•
•
•

Signed Application/Contract
Signed W9 form if incentive payments exceed $600
Signed Operation and Maintenance Form

*Cost Share and Incentive payment amounts are not final until approved by the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District Board.

Contact the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District to get started with your native
prairie planting!
7151 West 190th Street - Suite 125 - Jordan MN 55352 - (952) 492-5425 - www.scottswcd.org

